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BRUCE MUNRO: FROM SUNRISE ROAD

25 June – 16 October 2022

Heide Museum of Modern Art presents the first Australian museum exhibition of

acclaimed light artist Bruce Munro

Melbourne, Australia: Heide Museum of Modern Art will present Bruce Munro: From Sunrise Road, the first museum
exhibition in Australia of the work of internationally celebrated English/Australian artist Bruce Munro, best known for his
interactive, large-scale light installations inspired largely by his interest in shared human experience. Presented from 25
June to 16 October, the exhibition combines spectacular indoor and outdoor experiential artworks with intimate
story-pieces, revealing the depth of the artist’s practice and the breadth of his sources, from the personal and
philosophical to the literary and spiritual.

Situated across Heide’s main galleries and sculpture park, the exhibition will present more than twenty key indoor works
and an immersive outdoor light installation designed specifically for the site that will activate Heide’s iconic parklands at
night.

Munro’s outdoor installation in the Heide gardens, titled Candent Spring, stems from his celebrated Field of Light at Uluru
in Central Australia. At its heart is the stunning work Time and Again, a convex arrangement of abstracted clock faces, or
stainless-steel waterlilies scored with codes and patterns symbolising past, present, future, infinity, and the speed of
light: in essence a translation of time into a visual diagram. Evoking a time machine, the gleaming dome marks time
during the day through the passing of clouds and sky, while at night the lilies shimmer like radial starbursts. The work is
surrounded by large clusters of ‘fireflies’, cascading optical fibre forms that visitors can walk through as they come to life
at dusk in formations evoking the glittering spray of igniting fireworks or, in the artist’s words, a ‘virtual fire’ to warm the
soul.

Heide Museum of Modern Art Director Lesley Harding said, Heide is delighted to bring the work of Bruce Munro to
Melbourne for the first time. The beauty of the natural world, the complexity of the human condition, and the vastness of
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the cosmos are all brought to bear in an exhibition that is at once playful, contemplative and thought-provoking, offering
an unforgettable interactive experience to engage the senses and enrich the mind.

The time that the artist has spent living and working in Australia since the 1980s has infused his work strongly over the
decades and informs many of the works in Bruce Munro: From Sunrise Road. The contrast between England’s soft light
and gentle landscape and the sun-drenched dramatic topography of Australia has fueled his creative processes and
desire to explore the emotions engendered by a moment in time at a specific location.

Heide Museum of Modern Art Head Curator Kendrah Morgan said, From a shimmering river constructed from recycled
CDs that project coded words of light, to interactive animations evoking kaleidoscopic landscapes and his poetic
photography-based images, Munro’s work demonstrates a considered use of site and scale, and materials and
technologies that are calibrated to inflect meaning and associations.

Highlights presented inside the Heide Galleries include the immersive work Ferryman’s Crossing I (2015), which
represents the artist’s reflections on Herman Hesse’s 1922 novel, Siddhartha, a story of one man’s spiritual journey of
self-discovery during the time of Gautama Buddha. Siddhartha’s crossing of a river with a ferryman, who offers both his
passenger and the reader insights into the interdependence of all things as he navigates the way, symbolises
enlightenment. The coursing river serves as a metaphor for the continuous flow of time, with past, present and future
merging together into one constantly moving whole or transcendent timelessness—a key theme in Munro’s practice.

Constructed from recycled CDs, Ferryman’s Crossing I suggests an abstracted luminescent river with a central crossing
point. Beams of light are projected across the surface of the work in Morse code, visually mimicking the ‘language’
primarily used by mariners to transmit messages across vast bodies of water. The pulsating light spells out the words of
an extract from Siddhartha:

The river is everywhere at once ... everywhere at the same time. And that for it there is only the present,
not the shadow called the future ... And when I learned that, I looked at my life, and it too was a river.
Nothing was, nothing will be: everything is, everything has its being and is present.

Munro’s interest in Morse code originated in his discovery in 2014 of the work of the South Korean abstract artist Kim
Whanki (1913–1974). Whanki’s line and mark-making reminded Munro of musical notation and binary code, which led to
ideas of messaging using pulsing light and translating text in a manner that produced both pattern and a decipherable
message.

This can also be seen in Reflections 2016, a series of circular, kaleidoscopic, digital light animations, each with a different
colour palette, and patterns and movement created using Morse code and graphics. Projected on the floor, the
animations create a dreamlike environment that explores and reinforces the relationship between space and experience.
The multi layered visual content and accompanying soundtracks reference Munro’s specific experiences of poetry, music,
religion, travels, and childhood stories, and his interpretation of those encounters. Clouds, for example, is an homage to
poet William Wordsworth’s poem I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud, while Between Worlds conjures a tree canopy in
dappled sunlight from the enchanted world of C.S. Lewis’s book The Magician’s Nephew.

Time and Place: Sunrise Road 2019, the work from which the exhibition takes its title, is a grid of changing light and
colour based on photographic slides that Munro took of the paradisiacal coastal location in Sydney where he first lived in
Australia in the 1980s. The artist divided three slides taken on separate days into tiny modules of colour and light and
reconstructed them using more than 1000 magnetised tiles as the building blocks of one amalgamated image. The work
will be displayed with an animated time lapse iteration.

Two large-scale works both titled Uluru, 2020, continue Munro’s investigation of the physical visualisation of memories
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and moments from specific sites and how they are recalled and reinterpreted. The images are comprised of carefully
ordered compositions of vinyl dots derived from photographic panoramas taken by the artist at the ancient rock of Uluru
in Central Australia, then pixelated. The colour, light and atmospheric conditions captured in the photographs are
re-created through a systematic modular process of Munro’s own devising, which enables him to explore his ideas about
the origins of an experience and their subsequent significance. His use of the spiral, a universal form, symbolises notions
of a journey, growth, regeneration, and the path of enlightenment.

Artist Bruce Munro said, “I am delighted that Heide is presenting my first Australian museum exhibition. This unique site

offers the ideal environment for my work within the gallery and surrounding parklands. Light is my medium, and a

beautiful quality of light is that it captures the ephemeral. This illusive, seemingly no physical quality has a spiritual

essence about it and makes it ideal as a medium to express abstract concepts such as emotions and connection and I felt

an instant connection to the environs of Heide.”

Bruce Munro: From Sunrise Road brings together key works that explore light, experienced as either illumination or
reflected wavelengths of colour. Collectively these works form a meditation on light that suggests how, when linked with
time, it evokes memory and can capture the past.

ENDS

MEDIA CONTACT: For further information or interview requests please contact Isabel Wright,
isabel@articulatepr.com.au, 0400 359 485, or Claire Martin, claire@articulatepr.com.au, 0414 437 588

Images available to download HERE

Image Captions (L to R):

Image caption: Precedent Image Ferryman's Crossing I 2015 © 2021 Bruce Munro. All rights reserved. Photography by
Mark Pickthall

Image caption: Precedent Image Time and Again 2016 © 2021 Bruce Munro. All rights reserved. Photography by
Christopher John

EXHIBITION DETAILS
Bruce Munro: From Sunrise Road
25 June – 16 October 2022
Heide Museum of Modern Art, 7 Templestowe Road, Bulleen, Victoria, 3105
Heide.com.au

ABOUT HEIDE
Set on sixteen acres of parkland with Yarra River frontage, Heide Museum of Modern Art, or Heide as it is affectionately
known, is one of Australia’s most important cultural institutions. Once a significant Wurundjeri gathering place, the
property was later a dairy farm before becoming known as a hub for Australian modernist art and writing after it was
purchased by art patrons John and Sunday Reed in 1934.

mailto:isabel@articulatepr.com.au
mailto:claire@articulatepr.com.au
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/is01tzffejvqz9o/AACUd-BbPpdaFQ0-01e_AvU8a?dl=0
https://www.heide.com.au/
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The Reeds opened their home to the most progressive artists of their era, including Sidney Nolan, Albert Tucker, Joy
Hester, John Perceval, Charles Blackman and Danila Vassilieff. Nolan’s famous Ned Kelly series (1946–47) was painted in
the dining room of the Heide farmhouse.

Continuing this spirited legacy, today Heide works to inspire creative talent, collaborating with emerging and mid-career
artists as well as celebrating those who have made major contributions to Australian and international art.

ABOUT BRUCE MUNRO
British artist Bruce Munro is best known for producing large immersive light-based installations, which often employ a
massing of components by the thousands. An artistic diarist, he has spent over 30 years collecting and recording ideas
and images in his sketchbooks, which he returns to over time as source material.

Language, literature, science, and music have also greatly influenced his work. Frequently, Bruce’s subject matter is his
own experience of fleeting moments of rapport with the world and existence in its largest sense of being part of life’s
essential pattern. His reoccurring motif is the use of light on an environmental scale in order to create an emotional
response for the viewer.

Bruce completed a B.A. in Fine Arts at Bristol in 1982. Shortly after he moved to Sydney where he worked in design and
lighting, inspired by Australia’s natural light and landscape. Returning to England in 1992 he settled in Wiltshire, where
together with his wife, Serena, raised four children.

Bruce’s work has been shown at Museums and Botanical Gardens internationally, notably, The Victoria & Albert
Museum, London; Waddesdon Manor for the Rothschild Collection, Buckinghamshire; and The Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum, New York.

Bruce Munro is represented in Australia by MARS Gallery, and his work is held in private and museum collections
internationally including the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. www.brucemunro.co.uk

http://www.brucemunro.co.uk/

